This building, constructed in 1902, replaced the original log cabin built in the 1820s. The Methodist Cemetery is one of the oldest in the Cove.
Hyatt Lane splits from the Loop Road at this point and is a two-way road reconnecting with the Loop Road at the Dan Lawson Place. Hyatt Lane shortens the loop by about two miles, reducing the loop to approximately 8 miles.
The Missionary Baptist Church split from the Primitive Baptist Church in 1839. The members met in members homes and other locations until the construction of this building in 1915. The building continued as a church until 1944.
The John Oliver cabin, built in the 1820s, is the oldest cabin in the Cove. John (1793-1863) and his wife Lucretia were the first permanent European settlers in the Cove. This cabin and the surrounding land remained in their family until the park service moved in.
Located about one-fourth mile off of the Loop Road is the Primitive Baptist Church. The church, established in 1827 as the Cades Cove Baptist Church, the oldest church in the Cove, was housed in a log structure until this 1887 white frame building replaced it. This church continued functioning as a church until the early 1960s.  The cemetery is a gem. 

The Information Pavilion, located on the right, just before the entrance gate, is a place you will want to investigate before proceeding around the loop unless you have come prepared with all of the information needed to help you understand your day. Once you pass through the gate, you are committed. 
After approximately 0.9 of a mile on the Loop Road, Sparks Lane turns left. It is convenient if you forget something or if you need a short trip for some reason. However, it is also great if you want to watch the horses grazing in the evenings, or deer, turkey, coyotes. There is no telling what you may see anywhere on any road anyplace in the Cove. Sparks Lane is a great place also to find otters and other animals that are looking for water. Using Sparks Lane shortens the loop to about 3.5 miles. 

Dating back to before 1800, Rich Mountain Road was a major route into and out of the Cove. The Cherokee used it in the 1700s, and the early settlers in the Cove turned their trail into a wagon road in the 1830s so they could get supplies from Tuckaleechee. 
The State of Tennessee turned it into a gravel road in the 1920s. 
Rich Mountain Road crosses Cove Mountain, then Rich Mountain, and finally connects with Highway 321. 
Don’t take this road unless you are leaving the Cove; it’s one way. 
Cooper Road was the main road into and out of Cades Cove before the park took over the Cove. The Cooper Road Trail somewhat follows an old Indian trail that was improved from time to time from a trail to a wagon road into and out of the Cove. It led to Maryville. In reality, it was a relatively easy way to and from Cades Cove because it is almost entirely flat. 
In the 1830s and again in the 1840s the road was improved by Daniel Foute and Joe Cooper. No doubt so they could haul goods from Maryville to the Cove. However, hauling goods in and out in even in good weather was difficult; and in rainy weather, almost impossible. Ten or twelve miles per day was good speed by wagon, so shopping trips took about three days and nights. 

Cooper Road was the main road into and out of Cades Cove before the park took over. It somewhat followed an old Indian trail that was improved from time to time from a path to a wagon road into and out of the Cove. It led to Maryville. It was a relatively easy way to and from Cades Cove because it is almost entirely flat. 
In the 1830s and 1840s, Daniel Foute and Joe Cooper improved the road. No doubt so they could haul goods from Maryville to the Cove. 
However, hauling goods in and out in even in good weather was difficult; and in rainy weather, almost impossible. Ten or twelve miles per day was good speed by wagon, so shopping trips took about three days and nights. 

Elijah Oliver, the son of John and Lucretia Oliver, was born in the original John Oliver cabin in 1824 and shortly before the Civil War, Elijah Oliver and his family moved out of the Cove. However, he returned in 1865 and built his house and farm.

The cabin is constructed from hewn logs stacked on a stone foundation, and built over a spring, providing refrigeration for eggs, butter, milk, and other foods without having to go outside.

In addition to the main cabin, the farm site included a chicken coop, smokehouse, corn crib, and a full-size springhouse providing the Oliver family with everything they needed to survive. Survival in Cades Cove in the 1800s meant growing and raising your food and being completely self-reliant.

The parking area for the Elijah Oliver Place is located approximately 4.4 miles from the beginning of the Loop Road, and about one-half mile from the farmstead. 

Elijah Oliver, son of John and Lucretia Oliver, was born in the original John Oliver cabin in 1824 but shortly before the Civil War, Elijah Oliver and his family moved out of the Cove. Returning in 1865, he built his house and farm.

The cabin is built over a spring, providing refrigeration without having to go outside. Additionally, the farm site included a chicken coop, smokehouse, corn crib, and a full-size springhouse providing the Oliver family with everything they needed to survive. 

Survival in Cades Cove in the 1800s meant growing and raising your food and being completely self-reliant.

Dozens of small streams flow into the Cove from the surrounding mountains, but only one exits the valley, Abrams. All of these small streams, one by one, flow together and eventually become one and makes its way over Abrams Falls. From there, Abrams Creek continues until it leaves the park and flows into the Little Tennessee River near the beginning of the western end of the Foothill Parkway. 
To get to the Abrams Falls Trailhead turn right from the Loop Road after the road crosses Abrams Creek.
CAUTION! 

Abrams Falls can be dangerous. There is a strong undertow making it one of the most dangerous hiking trails in the United States. 

LOOK, BUT DON’ T LEAP!
At the southern end of Hyatt Lane, you will find directions as to what to do. Turn left and look for a parking spot at the Dan Lawson Place. 
WARNING
Dangerous Water Currents
4 Deaths Have Occurred Here From Drowning

Please, Don’t Be Next

It appears that Baptist is not the only church denomination that has a problem getting along with each other.  

The Cades Cove Baptist split in 1839, reportedly, over what was a theological issue, or issues. (There is some conflicting information concerning the exact cause.) The Cades Cove Methodist Church, split during the Civil War over the congregation's divided allegiance between the Union and the Confederacy. 

Well, which is worse, splitting over church matters or political matters. [opinion] Both reasons are wrong! But, as a result, a second Methodist church was established in the Cove, the Hopewell Methodist Episcopal Church was located close to the Lawson Place and next to what is currently called the Lawson family cemetery.  
The land for the church, donated by Dan Lawson and deeded by him to "God Almighty," caused a slight quandary for the federal government as they tried to acquire this land through eminent domain, (public land acquisition) for the national park. 
For the government to obtain the land, the government is required to negotiate with the landowner and settle on an equitable price. The price agreed to, and the terms of the agreement for the land has not been made public. By law, the price and the method of payment are to be a matter of public record. It is a simple question. How much did the government pay for the land, and how and when did they pay God for the land.

​The earth is the Lord’s, and everything in it.
The world and all its people belong to him. (Psalm 24:1). 
The Cove was home to a second Methodist church; the Hopewell Methodist Episcopal Church, located close to the Lawson Place and next to what is currently called the Lawson family cemetery.  Dan Lawson donated the land for the church.
The south side of Sparks Lane is very uneventful. It is simply an intersection in the woods indicating that you are getting close to the end, but it also provides an easy route back to, almost, the beginning. If you don’t want to go back and do it all again, but you have some time, drive across the two-way lane and back for another chance to see more wildlife.

Of all the buildings in the Cove, the most picturesque is last on the circuit, the Carter Shields Cabin. 
The most picturesque building on the circuit is the Carter Shields Cabin. George Washington “Carter” Shields, a veteran of the Civil War, disabled at the Battle of Shiloh, retired to the Cove from 1910 to 1921 where this small cabin became his home; however, it was probably built several years earlier, around 1880 by William Sparks. 

It is a solitary and simple, one-bedroom rustic structure with a covered porch and a small loft, sitting in a beautiful clearing, surrounded by dogwood trees, a split rail fence, occasional passing wildlife, producing a peaceful picture in a perfect setting.

mottergloria@yahoo.com
 I am looking for a person and/or a product created by him which is or was sold through the CCPA. 

The product is “Snapshots of the Cove” created by Jim (possibly Hub). His wife’s name is Peg. At some point, apparently, Jim lived at the north end of Hyatt Lane. 

If I can’t locate Jim, I would at least like to determine the availability of his pictures.

Hoping you can help,

Steve Clabo
After you leave the last open field and fade into the woods, you are getting close to the end of your excursion around the loop. It is usually an uneventful ending, but you never know when in the Cove.

You may see nothing but trees. You may get that one last glimpse of a bear, deer, or another wild animal. Or possibly horseback riders, or a carriage.  

But always expect the unexpected while in Cades Cove.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jd_FsCH3Ekg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0zontXKaKSs
Welcome to the most convenient pull-off on the loop, and the easiest from which to re-enter the flow of traffic. It also offers the most magnificent view of the valley floor, the surrounding mountains, and sunrises.

It is unusual not to find deer crossing the road from the woods and grazing in the field early in the morning and late in the afternoon.  

Get here early, and leave late.

Located on the loop a short distance from the previous pull-off (overlook), you will find this little jewel, similar to the previous, but much smaller. If there is room, stop, otherwise, keep going and try again next time. You will find this a nice place to pause a few minutes. 

When you are ready to rejoin the circuit, you have to wait until someone stops for you, but that will not take long because someone always wants your spot.

At this point, you are about half-way around the loop, and most likely, you WILL want to stop because this is the only place on the loop where you will find a large parking lot, restrooms, and water. 

You will also find the visitor center, a neat place where you can obtain information, clothing, great books about the mountains, and tourist trinkets — however, no soft drinks or food.
There are numerous outlying historic buildings in this area. Spending almost an entire day here is easy – so much to see.

This little corner of the world was once a busy place. Currently, there is not much going on there. It is the location of the Cable Cemetery and was also the location of the Cable School, the last school in operation in the Cove. It sits adjacent to the intersection of the South Loop Road and the Forge Creek Road which connected the valley with dozens of cove residents that lived above the actual valley floor. The Gregg-Cable general store, located adjacent to the property on the opposite side of Forge Creek Road, added to the congestion.

There are 25 marked graves and 17 unmarked graves in the Cable Cemetery. 

Some sources indicate an un-named Methodist church located in very close proximity to the Cable Cemetery; possibly only a few hundred feet to the East.

This little corner of the world was once a busy place. It is the location of the Cable Cemetery and was also the location of the Cable School. It sits adjacent to the intersection of Loop Road and Forge Creek Road which connected the valley with dozens of cove residents living above the actual valley floor. The Gregg-Cable general store, located adjacent to the property on the opposite side of Forge Creek Road, added to the congestion.

There are 25 marked graves and 17 unmarked graves in the cemetery. 

The house located on the right just past Hyatt Lane was built by Dan Lawson in 1856, on land he purchased from his father-in-law, Peter Cable, who also had a home nearby. Dan owned a large tract of land in the Cove. 

Be sure and look at his chimney when you visit the house. We will discuss it elsewhere, but the remainder of the house is typical of the period. It is made from hand-hewn logs because there were no sawmills in the Cove at the time of construction. Later, repairs and additions were made using sawed lumber.

Hamp Tipton, a grandson of William (Fighting Billy) Tipton, lived in Tuckaleechee Cove and owned land in Cades Cove. Hamp had two daughters that taught school in Cades Cove, and they needed a place to live; therefore, Hamp had the Tipton Place built for his daughters around 1870.
After the ladies left the Cove, James McCauley and his family moved into the house before building their place.

More about the Tipton Place later. 

The final overlook is another great one. The setting is a wide-open field stretching across the valley, often dotted with deer or an occasional bear, but always a lovely scene made up of the prominent, yet small Ike LeQuire Cemetery laying underneath a clump of trees located on a path with the Cades Cove Mountain spread out across the background. 

lay
