Cades Cove Timeline
https://youtu.be/t-a4BRvocWU
Early history
18th Century 

Throughout the 18th century, the Cherokee used two main trails to cross the Smokies from North Carolina to Tennessee.
1. One was the Indian Gap Trail, which connected the Rutherford Indian Trace in the Balsam Mountains of North Carolina to the Great Indian Warpath in modern-day Sevier County, Tennessee. 
2. The other was a lower trail that crested at Ekaneetlee Gap, a col just east of Gregory Bald.[12] This trail traversed Cades Cove and Tuckaleechee Cove before proceeding along to Great Tellico and other towns along the Little Tennessee River. 
1740

European traders used these trails as early as 1740.[13] 
1797

By 1797 (and probably much earlier), the Cherokee had established a settlement in Cades Cove known as "Tsiya'hi," or "Otter Place."[14] This village, which may have been little more than a seasonal hunting camp, was located somewhere along the flats of Cove Creek.[15] 
Cades Cove was named after a Tsiya'hi leader known as Chief Kade.[16] Little is known of Chief Kade, although his existence was verified by a European trader named Peter Snider (1776–1867), who settled nearby Tuckaleechee Cove.[16] Abrams Creek, which flows through the cove, was named after another local chief, Abraham of Chilhowie.
1819

In 1819, The Treaty of Calhoun ended all Cherokee claims to the Smokies, and Tsiya'hi was abandoned shortly thereafter. The Cherokee would linger in the surrounding forests, however, occasionally attacking settlers until 1838 when they were removed to the Oklahoma Territory (see Trail of Tears).[18] 
1818
The First Permanent European Settlers In Cades Cove
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John Oliver Cabin (built c. 1822)

John Oliver (1793–1863), a veteran of the War of 1812, along with his wife Lurena Frazier (1795–1888) were the first to settle in Cades Cove. In 1818 the Oliver’s moved from Carter County to the cove. They were accompanied by Joshua Jobe, also from Carter County, Tennessee. Jobe had initially convinced the Oliver’s to settle in the cove, but Jobe returned to Carter County, and the Oliver’s remained in the cove. It was hard and they struggled through the winter subsisting on dried pumpkin that was given to them by friendly Cherokees. In the Spring of 1819, Jobe returned and brought with him a herd of cattle. He gave the Oliver’s two milk cows to ease their complaints.
1821

In 1821, William "Fighting Billy" Tipton (1761–1849) a veteran of the American Revolution, and a son of John Tipton (1730 –1813), who was an American frontiersman and statesman. John was actively involved in the American Revolution and early development of the state of Tennessee. He is best remembered for leading the opposition to the State of Franklin in the 1780s. He was also known for his rivalry with John Sevier. John also served in the legislatures of Virginia, North Carolina, the Southwest Territory, and Tennessee. He was also a delegate to Tennessee's 1796 constitutional convention.
http://www.ribble.name/tipton_william.html
http://www.ribble.name/tipton_line2.html
 State of Franklin opponent John Tipton, bought up large tracts of Cades Cove which he in turn sold to his sons and relatives, and settlement began to boom. In the 1820s, Peter Cable, a farmer of German descent, arrived in the cove and designed an elaborate system of dykes and sluices that helped drain the swampy lands in the western part of the cove.[20] In 1827, Daniel Foute opened the Cades Cove Bloomery Forge to fashion metal tools.[21] Robert Shields arrived in the cove in 1835, and would erect a tub mill on Forge Creek. His son, Frederick, built the cove's first grist mill. Other early settlers would build houses on the surrounding mountains, among them Russell Gregory (1795–1864), for whom Gregory Bald is named, and James Spence, for whom Spence Field is named.[22] 

Between 1820 and 1850, the population of Cades Cove grew to 671, with the size of cove farms averaging between 150 and 300 acres (0.6 and 1.2 km²).[23] The early cove residents, although relatively self-sufficient, were dependent upon nearby Tuckaleechee Cove for dry goods and other necessities.[24] 

The isolation often attributed to Cades Cove is probably exaggerated. A post office was established in the cove in 1833, and Sevierville post master Philip Seaton set up a weekly mail route to the cove in 1839. Cades Cove had telephone service as early as the 1890s, when Dan Lawson and several neighbors built a phone line to Maryville. By the 1850s, various roads connected Cades Cove with Tuckaleechee and Montvale Springs, some of which are still maintained as seasonal passes or hiking trails.[25] 
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William "Fightin' Billy" Tipton
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William "Fightin' Billy" Tipton


Billy's parents were:
John Tipton and Mary Butler.

Billy's wife was:
Phebe Moore

Their children were:
William B Tipton
Reuben Tipton
Mary "Polly" Tipton
Martha Tipton
*Isaac Tipton
Jacob T Tipton
Benjamin Tipton


 HYPERLINK "http://www.ribble.name/tipton_jonathan1796.html" \o "Jonathan Tipton" \t "_parent" Jonathan Tipton
John Tipton
David Tipton
Ann Tipton
Lavina Tipton
Nancy Tipton
Phebe Tipton
William "Fightin'Billy" Tipton was born February 13, 1761 in Dunmore (now Shenandoah) County, Virginia. Billy was the fourth child and 4th son born to John Tipton and Mary Butler. He had eight brothers: Samuel (1752–1822), Benjamin (1753–1807), Abraham (1755–1782), Isaac (1763–1827), Jacob (1765–1791), John (1769–1831), Thomas (1771–1845) and Jonathan (1776–1858). 

The Tipton family were among the early Scottish settlers in the Shenandoah Valley. John Tipton (later known as Col. Tipton) married Mary Butler on Cedar Creek, Shenandoah, Virginia in the year 1751. Four years later, Indians forced the settlers back into Maryland to wait out the French and Indian War. They returned only to get attacked by Indians again in 1760 resulting in the death of William's maternal grandfather, Thomas Butler. Mary Butler was pregnant during this turmoil and Fighting Billy was born early in the following year.

When Billy was 15 his mother, Mary Butler Tipton, died on June 8, 1776 during the birth of son Jonathan Tipton. He was her 9th son. 

On July 22, 1777, Billy's father married Martha Denton Moore. She was a widow of James Moore. Her father was Abraham Denton. With this marriage John became a stepfather to at least 4 stepchildren and possibly 9 stepchildren.

Growing up in the Valley of Virginia in the decade before the revolution undoubtedly had a huge impact on young Billy. His great grandfather, Jonathan Tipton emigrated from Scotland to Barbados as an indentured servant as punishment for serving against Cromwell at Dunbar in 1650 so there was little love for England in the family traditions. [iii] Billy's father, John was a captain in Dunmore's War. Also active in colony politics, he served as a delegate to the Virginia Constitutional Convention in June 1776 where he signed the Virginia Declaration of Rights written by George Mason. [vi] Billy's Uncle Jonathan moved south down the Shenandoah with John Sevier as an original land grantee of the Watauga 1775 purchase from the Cherokee. [v[ With all this going on about teenage William Tipton, little surprise he developed a strong desire to join the revolution. Promptly upon attaining the ripe old age of 17, 'Fighting Billy' Tipton joined a company of the First Virginia under Captain Wales Parker. The regimental commander was Colonel Richard Parker. [vi]

In late summer 1777, four hundred Mingo, Wyandotte, and other tribes of the Ohio region laid siege to Wheeling which set all of western Virginia at immediate risk. The siege failed, and events tried returning to normal, but Cornstalk was murdered in November reigniting the tensions. Billy Tipton's regiment was raised in March 1778 in response to fears the Indians would return to revenge the killing. A total of just under 1000 men enlisted for a 'longer time than can be expected or required of militia'. [vii] The First Virginia remained in the Parkersburg area patrolling the frontier until May 1779 when they marched to South Carolina and then to Augusta, Georgia a couple of months later.[viii] An army was gathering to prevent the southern colonies from falling under British control. Count D’Estaing arrived in September with four thousand five hundred French soldiers. They were joined by some 2800 Patriot militia gathered from the various southern states. The combined army settled into a siege of the British army at Savannah. 

After several weeks D’Estaing was convinced the siege had failed. The Count's siege tactics gained no significant advantage against the British and he could not continue to keep his fleet idle and exposed. He felt "New entrenchments rise while the old are neither abandoned nor taken. This strange siege is a Penelope's web." Before giving up and admitting the campaign a failure, D’Estaing decided on a direct assault against the British defenses. The main thrust would go directly against the Spring Hill Redoubt on the north side of Savannah.

French columns began the assault early on the morning of October 9, 1779. Spring Hill's steep and sandy sides proved difficult to climb. Particularly so in the face of constant musket and small artillery fire. Even though the British reported the defense at something less than 500 men most of whom were not regulars, wave after wave of the assault failed. By late afternoon the bottom and sides of Spring Hill were littered with dead and wounded soldiers. The carnage made climbing even more difficult. The French eventually gave way only to be followed into the fray by some Continentals and the First Virginia. 

Standing in a ditch at the bottom of Spring Hill, the Americans were unable to advance into the enemy fire. French officer Meyronnet de Saint-Marc wrote the Continentals "showed greatest courage, remaining at the foot of the ditch exposed to the enemy's fire without wavering until the received the order of Monsieur le Comte d’Estaing to retire,". Unfortunately, he described the actions of the First Virginia less enthusiastically. "At the first discharge of a gun, two-thirds of the Virginia militia detach themselves." Historian Alexander A. Lawrence defended the Virginians by noting that, with 9 dead and 51 wounded, they suffered the heaviest casualties of any Patriot unit. One of the wounded was 'Fighting' Billy Tipton. He took a ball through the shoulder, one to the ribs, and a third shot in the right hip.[xi] 

Unable to take the redoubt and dying where they stood, the Americans retreated from the ditch and ended the fighting. They left Billy and the other wounded for dead overnight on the battlefield hoping for a truce. The French requested an immediate cease-fire to remove the dead and wounded but this was refused. Both French and American commanders tried the next morning and received a six-hour window to recover the fallen bodies of their men. [xiii] Rescued from the battlefield, the French took Billy aboard one of their ships and transported him to the hospital in Charleston for recovery. Billy remained there until late December at which time he returned to his regiment now back in Augusta. In February the First Virginia moved to Charleston to help defend the city against Clinton's invasion force. Against Billy's wishes, Captain Parker discharged him for disability and sent Billy home to Shenandoah County, Virginia. [xiv] The discharge came at just the right time as the siege in Charleston ended with disaster for the Patriots to include surrender of the First Virginia. Most of Billy's friends died of disease and starvation on British prison ships. So being left for dead might have saved Billy's life.

[image: image3]
Seige of Savannah - American Revolution
By A. I. Keller (1866 - 1924)

Despite his disabilities, Billy continued to serve in the militia as needed. During the battle for the State of Franklin he assisted his father against forces led by John Sevier. As representatives of North Carolina they brought Sevier's movement for statehood to an unsuccessful end.  

The Washington County farm of Col. John Tipton where the 1788 Battle of Franklin was fought has been preserved by the State of Tennessee as the Tipton-Haynes State Historic Site in southeastern Johnson City, Tennessee. 

After Captain Parker discharged Billy due to his disability, Billy went to his father's home to convalescence. His stepmother, Martha, and stepsister, Phebe helped him recuperate. While he was healing and getting back his strength he and Phebe fell in love. They married in Virginia in 1781.

Around 1782 Phebe and Billy had two sons, William B. Tipton and Reuben Tipton. Their first daughter, Phebe Tipton. Mary "Polly" Tipton was born in 1786 and Martha Tipton with born in 1789. When Billy was 30 and Phebe was 31 their fifth child, Isaac Tipton, was born in 1791. Jacob Tipton was born in 1792 and Benjamin Tipton was born in 1794. Jonathan was born in 1796 and John was born in 1799.  Jonathan and John were their first children born after Tennessee became a state. For several generations Tipton had a custom of naming one son Jonathan and one son John. David Butler Tipton was born in 1799. In 1800 Ann Tipton was born and in 1802 Lavina Tipton was born. Nancy Tipton was born in 1806. They had a daughter named Phebe, but no clear date of birth.

Despite his disabilities, Billy continued to serve in the militia as needed. During the battle for the State of Franklin he assisted his father against forces led by John Sevier. As representatives of North Carolina they brought Sevier's movement for statehood to an unsuccessful end.  

[image: image4]
State of Franklin

The Washington County farm of Col. John Tipton where the 1788 Battle of Franklin was fought has been preserved by the State of Tennessee as the Tipton-Haynes State Historic Site in southeastern Johnson City, Tennessee. 

[image: image5]
John Tipton's farm house. The battle for the State of Franklin was fought here

On December 17, 1794 Phebe's mother and Billy's stepmother, Martha "Mary" Denton Moore Tipton passed away. Billy and Phebe's first born, William B. Tipton died in 1802 at the age of 20. He had no wife or children. 

He first drew pension from the Revolutionary War on the invalid list in Virginia in 1803.

[image: image6]
Billy's Pension
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Billy's Pension

A few years after the war Billy's family and his father and brothers followed his Uncle Jonathan to the Watauga Settlement of Eastern Tennessee. At that time the area was governed as part of North Carolina. Billy remained somewhat handicapped although fathered a dozen children and ran a large plantation. Reported as large and handsome, Billy was also somewhat obnoxious and combative. Known to drink on occasion, he might ride a horse right into the store and demand the clerk deliver his goods without the need to dismount. 

Billy was good friends with Andrew Jackson and enjoyed horse racing. One of several family stories regarding their relationship has Billy bragging around that he could beat Jackson's best race horse with an ordinary plow horse. Jackson took the challenge and traveled to Cades Cove. Now Billy had his slaves keep a watchful eye out for Jackson's approach. As they reported back, Billy hustled his own best racer out to the field and hitched him to a plow. When Jackson arrived, his animal was tired from the trip and the Tipton horse whipped him soundly. Apparently, there were no hard feelings as the two remained friends throughout their lives. [xvi]   Even as he turned 50 Billy continued his long tradition of military service by accompanying Andrew Jackson during the Creek Indian War. Billy fought at Pensacola, Talladega, Cnicchopco, Emucfaw, and Horseshoe Bend. [xvii] 

[image: image8]
William Weatherford surrendering to Andrew Jackson

 

On August 9, 1813, Billy's father, Col John Tipton at the age of 83.

Once again in 1815 'Fighting' Billy accepted the call to service and traveled with his friend Andrew Jackson to New Orleans and the repulse of the British invasion. On that occasion Jackson remarked that with 'one company of Tiptons' he could lick the entire British Army.  [xviii]

[image: image9]
Land Record for Billy Tipton - April 13, 1815, Blount County, Tennessee 

Billy and Phebe's son Jacob died in 1816 at the age of 24. Billy mentions Jacob's son,  Isaac Tipton in his will.
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1820 Census - Shenandoah County, VA - William Tipton

	Name: 
	 William Tipton

	Home in 1820 (City, County, State: 
	Isabella Furnace, Shenandoah, Virginia

	Enumeration Date: 
	 August 7, 1820

	Free White Persons - Male - under 10: 
	  2 (probably grandchildren)

	Free White Persons - Male - 45 and older: 
	  1 (William Tipton)

	Free White Persons - Female - under 10: 
	  2  (probably grandchildren)

	Free White Persons - Female - 16 thru 25: 
	  2  (Ann Tipton, Lavina Tipton)

	Free White Persons - Female - 26 thru 44: 
	  2

	Free White Persons - Female - 45 and over: 
	  1  (Phebe Moore Tipton)

	Free White Persons - under 16: 
	  4

	Free White Persons - Over 25: 
	  4

	Total Free White Persons: 
	  10

	Total All Persons - White, Slaves, Colored, Other: 
	  10


He lived in Green County and Knox County, Tennessee for 25 years and then moved to Blount County. Pensions were approved and sent out per state. When he moved to Tennessee he had to apply for a pension there.

On December 7, 1820, Billy started buying large tracts of Cades Cove which he in turn sold to his sons and relatives.

[image: image11]
Land record for William Tipton on December 7, 1820 

In his later years, William 'Fighting Billy' Tipton (aka: Revolutionary Billy) talked to himself while walking about the plantation. "Well Old Fox, one arm crippled, one leg crippled, shot in the ribs, you have about as much chance of making a living as a cat without claws getting out of hell." In spite of his comment on making a living, Fighting Billy did quite well residing in Cades Cove, TN. 

Below the 1830 census shows

[image: image12]
1830 Census - Blount County, TN - William Tipton

	Name:
	William Tipton

	Home in 1830 (City, County, State):
	Blount, Tennessee

	Free White Persons - Males - 10 thru 14:
	1    

	Free White Persons - Males - 60 thru 69:
	1       Bill

	Free White Persons - Females - 30 thru 39:
	1       Ann

	Free White Persons - Females - 60 thru 69:
	1      Phebe

	Slaves - Males - 55 thru 99:
	1 

	Slaves - Females - 36 thru 54:
	1 

	Slaves - Females - 55 thru 99:
	1 

	Free White Persons - Under 20:
	1    

	Free White Persons - 20 thru 49:
	1

	Total Free White Persons:
	4

	Total Slaves:
	3

	Total - All Persons (Free White, Slaves, Free Colored):
	7


	Name: 
	 William Tipton

	Home in 1830 (City, County, State): 
	Blount County, Tennessee

	Free White Persons - Male - 10 thru 14: 
	1

	Free White Persons - Male - 60 and 69: 
	1 (William Tipton)

	Free White Persons - Female - 30 thru 39: 
	1 (Ann Tipton)

	Free White Persons - Female - 60 thru 69: 
	1 (Phebe Moore Tipton)

	Slaves - Males - 55 thru 99: 
	1

	Slaves - Females - 36 thru 54: 
	1

	Slaves - Females - 55 thru 99: 
	1

	Free White Persons - Female - under 20: 
	1

	Free White Persons - Female - 20 thru 49: 
	1

	Total Free White Persons: 
	4

	Total Slaves: 
	3

	Total - All Persons (Free White, Slaves, Free Colored): 
	7


Revolutionary war soldiers' pensions were determined by states. Billy received pension for Virginia, but once he moved to Tennessee he had to reapply. He did it on July 9, 1834 while living in Green County, Tennessee.

Billy and Phebe's son John Tipton, died in 1839 at the age of 40.

Below the 1840 census shows William Tipton and his wife, Phoebe and a female between the age of 15-19 plus 3 slaves live together. The female teen-ager is probably a grandchild. 

[image: image13]
1840 Census - Blount County, TN - William Tipton

	Name:
	William Tipton

	Home in 1840 (City, County, State):
	Blount, Tennessee

	Free White Persons - Males - 70 thru 79:
	1     Billy Tipton

	Free White Persons - Females - 15 thru 19:
	1    probably a grandchild

	Free White Persons - Females - 70 thru 79:
	1     Phebe Moore Tipton

	Slaves - Males - 55 thru 99:
	1 

	Slaves - Females - 24 thru 35:
	1 

	Slaves - Females - 55 thru 99:
	1 

	Persons Employed in Agriculture:
	1 

	Free White Persons - Under 20:
	1     probably a grandchild

	Total Free White Persons:
	3

	Total Slaves:
	3

	Total All Persons - Free White, Free Colored, Slaves:
	6


 

Phebe Moore Tipton dies soon after the 1840 census. No exact date has been verified. The date 1840 and 1844 have been used. It was before 1850 because she is not on the 1850 census. 

Around the same time Phebe Moore Tipton died so did their daughter, Phebe Moore and son, Jonathan, died. His wife died earlier. In Billy's will he mentions two of Jonathan's sons.

[image: image14]
Phebe is buried here also, but no marker is there. 

Billy and Phebe's daughter Mary "Polly" Tipton Waterhouse, died in 1842 at the age of 56.

In 1844 their son, Isaac Tipton died. Billy mentions Samuel Tipton son of Isaac in his will.

Billy dies on November 3, 1849. Around the time Billy dies his sons, Reuben and Benjamin, passed away. After he wrote his will and Billy's daughter, Ann, dies. She had married John Stevens and he recently passed away. Billy mentions Ann Stephens widow of John Stevens in his will.

Billy and Phebe had 14 children. Billy outlived 10 and Phebe outlived 5.

Billy was a prominent citizen and substantial property owner until his death in 1849. Interesting that, even with all the passing years, he still summarized himself by reference to service in the American Revolution. Billy Tipton lived to be 89 and was buried at Tipton's Station. 

 

Published in the Knoxville Register
Saturday, November 17, 1849 

Died in Blount County, Tennessee, November 3rd, Mr. William Tipton. Mr. Tipton was born in Shenandoah County, Virginia, February 13, 1761. 

He entered the service a mere boy, under Capt. Langdon, 1776, was at the siege and storming of Savannah, where he was severely wounded and left on the field all night, as dead. He is a brother to Capt. Abraham Tipton, who was under Col. Joseph Crockett, and who fell at Briargrass Creek, September 20, 1781, and also to Capt. Jacob Tipton, who raised a company of men in Green County, this state, and fell at St. Clair’s Defeat.   Fought under his gallant father, Col John Tipton, at the battle of Franklin, was in the Creek War under General Jackson, fought bravely at Pensacola, Talladega, Chicchopco, Enumclaw and Tohopeka, or Horse Shoe. 

[image: image15]
Tipton Family Association paid for this stone, but it has a wrong date for death. William died in 1849 not 1834. 

[image: image16]
William Tipton's headstone 
Transciption of William "Fightin'Billy" Tipton's will.

In the name of God. Amen. I William Tipton of the County of Blount in the state of Tennessee being weak in body but of sound mind and disposing memory and mind and understanding considering the certainty of death and the uncertainty of the time thereof and being desirous to settle my worldly affairs and therefore make and publish this my last will and testament (to wit). First and principally I commit my soul into the hands of the almighty God and my body to the earth to be buried in a Christian manner at the discretion of my Executive and after my debts and funeral charges are paid. I devise and bequeath as follows:

Item 1 I give and devise unto Samuel Tipton, son of Isaac Tipton, JWH Tipton son of Jonathan Tipton deceased and Isaac Tipton son of Jacob Tipton certain tract or parcel of land containing 1255 acres known as the iron works tract in Cades Cove and county of Blount.

Item 2 I give and devise if not disposed of prior to my death twenty acres of land lying on adjoining the lands of John Singleton deceased and James Freeman deceased to Isaac Tipton son of Jacob Tipton and also 7 1/2 acres of land known as Scotts Island to said Isaac Tipton. 

Item 3 I will the tract of land in Cades Cove containing 500 acres known as the Potato Branch tract be sold by my executors to the best advantage the proceeds of which tract to be appropriated as hereinafter name.

Item 4 I will that the tract of land known as the Rich Gap survey to be sold by my Executors to the will and the proceeds appropriated as hereinafter named.

Item 5 I give and devise to my grandson Samuel Tipton son of Isaac Tipton, a negro man named Joe now my property for life.

Item 6 I give and devise unto my daughter Martha ____ and her heirs a negro woman named Mint to have and hold as her and their property for life.

Item 7 I will that all my farm stock and farming implements and all my household and kitchen furniture be sold by my Executors herein named and the proceeds thereof to be appropriated as herein after named.

Item 8 I will that in addition to the negro man Joe, Samuel Tipton to have one hundred dollars jointly with Isaac Tipton son of Jacob Tipton for the purpose of erecting a neat monument over the grave of myself my wife my son Jonathan and his wife and William Tipton son of Jacob Tipton. 

Item 9 I will that after my debts are paid out of the proceeds of estate the amount that may remain if any be appropriated as follows namely. The proceeds of several tracts of land ____ named not otherwise devised and bequeathed with all the proceeds arising from the sale of my personal estate be equally to and between Ann Stephens widow of John Stephens, Calvin Stephens, Abraham Tipton son of Isaac, William Tipton son of Jonathan Tipton and Samuel Tipton son of Isaac Tipton and lastly do hereby constitute and appoint Isaac Hart and Samuel Tipton as Executors.  

 

 

Bits and pieces of an article by Sherry Bowers Vandehey

[i]We Tiptons and Our Kin, by Ervin Charles Tipton, pg 645
[ii] Ibid at pg 552
[iii] Legend taken from Schunke Lynch Papers 
[iv] Col John Tipton (1730 - 1813) - Find A Grave Memorial 
[v] Annals of Tennessee, Ramsay, pg 119 
[vi] Fold3 Viewer Pension record of William Tipton 
[vii] Frontier Defense on the Upper Ohio, Reuben Gold Thwaites and Louise Phelps Kellogg pg 239
[viii] The Sinews of Independence, Charles H. Lesser, pg 118 reflecting May 79 as the earliest date reflecting the units from Virginia corresponding to Billy's pension statements about spending months in Virginia prior to transfer to the Augusta, Georgia area several months prior to D'Estang's Savannah Campaign. 
[ix] Storm over Savannah, Alexander A. Lawrence, pg 90 - 91
[x] Storm over Savannah, Alexander A. Lawrence, pg 108 
[xi] Fold3 Viewer Pension record of William Tipton 
[xii] We Tiptons and Our Kin, Ervin Charles Tipton, pg 649
[xiii] The Siege of Savannah: By the Combined American and French Forces, Under the Command of General Lincoln and the Count D'Estang, In the Autumn of 1779, Franklin Benjamin Hough, pg 73 
[xiv] We Tiptons and Our Kin, Ervin Charles Tipton, pg 645
[xv] Ibid at pg 645 
[xvi] Ibid at pg 645 
[xvii] Ibid at pg 646 
[i][i][xviii] Ibid at pg 646 

 

 

Family history site is www.ribble.name
You are more than welcome to any pictures or documents. 

			

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	


			

	

	

	

	


Religion in Cades Cove


The Cades Cove Primitive Baptist Church



The Cades Cove Methodist Church



Cades Cove Missionary Baptist Church



Inside the Missionary Baptist sanctuary

Religion was an important part of life in Cades Cove from its earliest days, a reflection of the efforts of John and Lucretia Oliver.[26] The Olivers managed to organize a branch of the Miller's Cove Baptist Church for Cades Cove in 1825. After briefly realigning themselves with the Wear's Cove Baptist Church, the Cades Cove Baptist Church was pronounced an independent entity in 1829.[27] 

In the 1830s, a division in Baptist churches known as the Anti-mission Split occurred throughout East Tennessee.[28] The split developed over disagreement about whether missions and other "innovations of the day" were authorized by Scripture. This debate made its way to Cades Cove Baptist Church in 1839, becoming so emotionally charged as to require the intervention of the Tennessee Association of United Baptists. In the end, thirteen members of the congregation departed to form the Cades Cove Missionary Baptist Church later that year, and the remaining congregation changed its name in 1841 to the Primitive Baptist Church.[29] The Primitive Baptists believe in a strict, literal interpretation of Scripture. William Howell Oliver (1857–1940), pastor of the Primitive Baptist Church from 1882 to 1940, explained: 

We believe that Jesus Christ Himself instituted the Church, that it was perfect at the start, suitably adopted in its organization to every age of the world, to every locality of earth, to every state and condition of the world, to every state and condition of mankind, without any changes or alterations to suit the times, customs, situations, or localities.[30] 

The Primitive Baptists remained the dominant religious and political force in the cove with their meetings interrupted only by the Civil War. The Missionary Baptists,[31] with a much smaller congregation, continued to meet intermittently throughout the 19th century. 

The Cades Cove Methodist Church was organized in the 1820s, probably through the efforts of such circuit riders as George Eakin. The Methodist congregation, like that of the Missionary Baptists, was small.[32] 

The Civil War
In the decades before the Civil War, Blount County, Tennessee, was a hotbed of abolitionist activity. The Manumission Society of Tennessee was active in the county as early as 1815, and the Quakers— who were relatively numerous in Blount at the time— were so vehemently opposed to slavery that they fought alongside the Union army, in spite of their pacifist agenda.[33] The founder of Maryville College, Rev. Isaac L. Anderson, was a staunch abolitionist who often gave sermons in Cades Cove. Blount doctor Calvin Post (1803–1873) was believed to have set up an Underground Railroad stop within the cove in the years preceding the war.[33] With such sentiment and influence, Cades Cove remained staunchly pro-Union, regardless of the destruction it suffered throughout the war (there were some exceptions, however, such as the cove's affluent entrepreneur and Confederate sympathizer, Daniel Foute). 

In 1863, Confederate bushwhackers from Hazel Creek and other parts of North Carolina began making systematic raids into Cades Cove, stealing livestock and killing any Union supporter they could find. Elijah Oliver (1829–1905), a son of John Oliver and a Union sympathizer, was forced to hide out on Rich Mountain for much of the war. Calvin Post had also gone into hiding, and with the death of John Oliver in 1863, the cove had lost most of its original leaders.[34] 

Although Federal forces occupied Knoxville in 1863, Confederate raids into Cades Cove continued. A pivotal figure at this time was Russell Gregory, who had originally vowed to remain neutral after his son defected to the Confederate cause. Gregory organized a small militia, composed mostly of the cove's elderly men, and in 1864 ambushed a band of Confederate marauders near the junction of Forge Creek and Abrams Creek. The Confederates were routed and chased back across the Smokies to North Carolina. Although this largely put an end to the raids, a band of Confederates managed to sneak into the cove and kill Gregory just two weeks later.[35] 

Cades Cove suffered from the effects of the Civil War for most of the rest of the 19th century. Only around 1900 did its population return to pre-war levels. The average farm was much less productive, however, and the cove residents were suspicious of any form of change. It wasn't until the Progressive Era that the cove recovered economically.[36] 

Moonshining and Prohibition


The home of Henry Whitehead and Matilda Shields, near Chestnut Flats

The Chestnut Flats area of Cades Cove, located at the base of Gregory Bald, was well known for producing high-quality corn liquor.[37] Among the more prominent moonshine distillers was Josiah "Joe Banty" Gregory (1870–1933), the son of Matilda "Aunt Tildy" Shields by her first marriage.[38] The Primitive Baptists, especially William Oliver and his son, John W. Oliver (1878–1966), were fervently opposed to the distilling or consumption of alcohol, and the practice was largely confined to Chestnut Flats. John W. Oliver, a mail carrier in the cove, often found stills on his mail route and reported them to authorities. Oliver would later deride the image of the moonshiner as an integral part of the mountaineer stereotype: 

All these men are public outlaws, and were never recognized as true, loyal mountaineers or as true American citizens, by the rank and file of the mountain people.[39] 

In 1921, Josiah Gregory's still was raided by the Blount County sheriff. Although it was later revealed that the sheriff was tipped off by a surveyor in the area, the Gregorys blamed the Olivers. On the night following the raid, the barns of both William and John W. Oliver were burned, destroying a large portion of the family's livestock and tools.[40] Shortly thereafter, Gregory's son was assaulted by Asa and John Sparks after a prank-gone-wrong. In response, Gregory and his brother, Dana, hunted down and shot the Sparks brothers on Christmas night in 1921. Both of the Gregorys were convicted of barn burning and later convicted of felonious assault. After serving only six months, however, they were pardoned and personally escorted home by Governor Austin Peay.[41] 

As mentioned previously, Gregory's cave may also have been involved in the manufacture of moonshine. 

The National Park


A dreary winter view of Cades Cove

Of all the Smoky Mountain communities, Cades Cove put up the most resistance to the formation of the Great Smoky Mountains National Park. The cove residents were initially assured their land would not be incorporated into the park, and welcomed its formation.[42] By 1927, the winds had changed, however, and when the Tennessee General Assembly passed a bill approving money to buy land for the national park, it gave the Park Commission the power to seize properties within the proposed park boundaries by eminent domain. Long-time residents of Cades Cove were outraged. The head of the Park Commission, Colonel David Chapman, received several threats, including an anonymous phone call warning him that if he ever returned to Cades Cove, he would "spend the next night in hell."[43] Shortly thereafter, Chapman found a sign near the cove's entrance that read {sic}: 

COL. CHAPMAN: YOU AND HOAST ARE NOTFY, LET THE COVE PEOPL ALONE. GET OUT. GET GONE. 40 M. LIMIT.[44] 

The "40 mile" (64 km) limit referred to the distance between Cades Cove and Chapman's hometown of Knoxville. Despite these threats, Chapman initiated a condemnation suit against John W. Oliver in July 1929. The court, however, ruled in favor of Oliver, reasoning that the federal government had never said Cades Cove was essential to the national park. Shortly after the verdict, the Secretary of the Interior officially announced that the cove was necessary, and another condemnation suit was filed. This time, Oliver lost, with the case going all the way to the Tennessee Supreme Court. Oliver would return to court several times over the value of his 375-acre (1.5 km²) tract, which he said was worth $30,000, although the court awarded him just $17,000 plus interest. After attaining a series of one-year leases, Oliver finally abandoned his property on Christmas Day in 1937.[45] The Primitive Baptist Church congregation continued to meet in Cades Cove until the 1960s in defiance of the Park Service, which wanted to develop the land where their church was located.[46] 

For about one hundred years before the creation of the national park, much farming and logging was done in the valley, as the main source of economic development for the people living in the cove, both leading to massive deforestation. At first, the National Park Service planned to let the cove return to its natural forested state.[47] It ultimately yielded to requests by the Great Smoky Mountain Conservation Association to maintain Cades Cove as a meadow. On the advice of contemporary cultural experts such as Hans Huth, the service demolished the more modern structures, leaving only the primitive cabins and barns which were considered most representative of pioneer life in early Appalachia. [48] 

Historical structures in Cades Cove
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	Location
	10 mi. SW of Townsend in Great Smoky Mountains National Park

	Nearest city
	Townsend, Tennessee

	Built
	1818

	NRHP reference #
	77000111

	Added to NRHP
	July 13, 1977


Cades Cove has been listed on the National Register of Historic Places as an historic district since July 13, 1977.[49] The historic district is bounded by the 2,000-foot (610 m) elevation contour (that is, it comprises all areas below that elevation) and includes both historic buildings and prehistoric archaeological sites.[50] 

The National Park Service currently maintains several buildings in Cades Cove that are representative of pioneer life in the 19th-century Appalachia. By the time the cove was incorporated into the park, most residents lived in relatively modern frame houses, rather than the log cabins that predominate among the buildings preserved in the cove. 

The following are listed in the order they are approached along the Cades Cove Loop Road: 

1. The John Oliver Cabin, constructed c. 1822-1823 by the cove's first permanent European settlers. Dunn reports that the Olivers spent the winter of 1818-1819 in an abandoned Cherokee hut, and built a crude structure the following year. The Oliver cabin was built as a replacement for this first crude structure, which was located a few yards behind the cabin. 

· 

John Oliver Cabin 

· 

John Oliver Cabin window/chimney detail 

· 

Interior of John Oliver Cabin 

2. The Primitive Baptist Church, constructed in 1887. The church was organized as the Cades Cove Baptist Church in 1827, and renamed "Primitive Baptist" after the Anti-missions Split in 1841. The Olivers and Russell Gregory are buried in its cemetery. 

· 

Primitive Baptist Church 

· 

Inside Primitive Baptist Church 

· 

The Grave of Russell Gregory 

3. The Cades Cove Methodist Church, constructed in 1902. Methodists were active in the cove as early as the 1820s, and built their first meeting house in 1840. 

· 

Cades Cove Methodist Church 

· 

Inside Methodist Church 

· 

19th-century graveyard 

4. The Cades Cove Missionary Baptist Church, current building constructed in 1915-1916. The church was formed from a small faction of Cades Cove Baptists in 1839 who had broken off from the main church due to the debate over missions, which the Cades Cove Baptists didn't consider authorized by scripture. 

· 

Missionary Baptist Church, front 

· 

Missionary-Baptist-Church, side 

· 

Inside Missionary Baptist Church, sanctuary 

· 

Inside Missionary Baptist Church, looking outside 

· 

Pew detail, Missionary Baptist Church 

5. The Myers Barn, constructed in 1920. The Myers Barn is a more modern-looking hay barn located along the trail to the Elijah Oliver Place. 

6. The Elijah Oliver Place, constructed in 1866. Elijah Oliver (1829–1905) was the son of John and Lucretia Oliver. His original farm was destroyed during the U.S. Civil War by Confederate marauders. The homestead includes a dog-trot cabin, a chicken coop, a corn crib, a spring house, and a crude stable. 

· 

Elijah Oliver Place 

· 

Elizah Oliver window/chimney detail 

· 

Elijah Oliver Cabin door, detail 

7. The John Cable Grist Mill, constructed in 1868. John P. Cable (1819–1891), a nephew of Peter Cable, had to construct a series of elaborate diversions along Mill Creek and Forge Creek to get enough water power for the mill's characteristic overshot wheel.[51] 

· 

Gristmill at John Cable house 

· 

Grist Mill 

8. The Becky Cable House, constructed in 1879. This building, adjacent to the Cable Mill, was initially used by Leason Gregg as a general store. In 1887, he sold it to John Cable's spinster daughter, Rebecca Cable (1844–1940). A Cable family tradition says that Rebecca never forgave her father and refused to marry after her father broke off one of her childhood romances. Various buildings have been moved from elsewhere in the cove and placed near the Cable mill, including a barn, a carriage house, a chicken coop, a molasses still, a sorghum press, and a replica of a blacksmith shop. 

· 

Becky Cable House 

9. The Henry Whitehead Cabin, constructed 1895-1896. This cabin, located on Forge Creek Road near Chestnut Flats, was built by Matilda "Aunt Tildy" Shields and her second husband, Henry Whitehead (1851–1914). Shields' sons from her first marriage were prominent figures in the cove's moonshine trade. 

· 

Henry Whitehead Cabin 

10. The Dan Lawson Place, built by Peter Cable in the 1840s and acquired by Dan Lawson (1827–1905) after he married Cable's daughter, Mary Jane. Lawson was the cove's wealthiest resident. The homestead includes a cabin (still called the Peter Cable cabin), a smokehouse, a chicken coop, and a hay barn. 

· 

Dan Lawson Place 

· 

Dan Lawson window/siding detail 

11. The Tipton Place, built in the 1880s by the descendants of Revolutionary War veteran William "Fighting Billy" Tipton. The paneling on the house was a later addition. Along with the cabin, the homestead includes a carriage house, a smokehouse, a woodshed, and the oft-photographed double-cantilever barn. 

· 

Tipton Corn Crib 

· 

Double- cantilever barn at the Tipton Place 

· 

Tipton-Oliver-Blacksmith-Shop 

· 

Tipton Cabin 

· 

Side view of Tipton Place 

· 

Interior of Tipton Place 

12. The Carter Shields Cabin, a rustic log cabin built in the 1880s. 

· 

Carter Shields Cabin, the last homestead on the Cades Cove automobile tour 

· 
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Smoky Mountain Timeline

	1540
Hernando De Soto explores the southern Appalachian Mountains and encounters the Cherokee who had inhabited the region for centuries.
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Portrait of explorer William Bartram by Charles Willson Peale. 

1775
Botanist William Bartram explores the southern Appalachians.

1795
Mingus and Hughes families clear homesteads in Oconaluftee River Valley.

1814
Caldwells establish first homestead in Cataloochee Valley.

Circa 1818-1821
First non-Indians settle in Cades Cove.

1819
Cherokee relinquish claim to the last of their lands in the Smoky Mountains.

1830
Population of Cades Cove is 271.

1838-39
Most of Cherokee tribe moved from Southeast to Oklahoma along the "Trail of Tears."

1839
Oconaluftee Turnpike between Oconaluftee and Indian Gap completed.

1850
Population of Cades Cove is 685.

1861-1865
American Civil War. Mountaineers are divided in their allegiances. Raiders on both sides frequently seize food, livestock, and other supplies from residents.

Circa 1870-75
John P. Cable Mill built in Cades Cove.

1882
Little Greenbrier School built.

1886
Mingus Mill built.

1900
Population of Cades Cove is 708.

1903-4
Lumber companies set up operations on Eagle and Hazel creeks.

1908
Elkmont logging camp constructed.

1910
Population of Cataloochee is 1,251.
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Author Horace Kephart wrote several books about the Great Smoky Mountains region, including Our Southern Highlanders. 

1913
Horace Kephart's Our Southern Highlanders is published.

1934
Great Smoky Mountains National Park is established.

1939
Little River Lumber Company finishes cutting timber in the Tremont area.
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